
PROFILES OF TRUE SPIRITUALITY
Part 12



Introduction

At the beginning of Chapter 10 of True Spirituality, Francis Schaeffer 
informs his readers that he is going to transition from the problem of 
the thought-life (Chapter 9) and move on “to consider the Christian life 
in relation to psychological problems. This is the problem of man’s 
separation from himself and his relationship to himself in the world of 
thought.”
Immediately, Schaeffer opens the door to the ongoing debate about 
what it means to be human. “Man is not just the parts,” he writes, “but 
he is a unit. Our thinking should start here. There is a Francis Schaeffer 
who is neither just a collection of isolated parts, nor yet just a flow of 
consciousness.”
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Introduction

How do you see yourself? Who are you? Where did you come from? 
How did you form your opinion about what it means to be human?
The first pang of guilt or shame initiates us into the reality that there is 
something wrong - that something is broken. We have lost our 
integrity, our wholeness. “It is no wonder that by the Fall, man is not 
only divided from other men (as Cain kills Abel, for example), but is also 
divided from nature and from himself.” 
What is the real answer in this life to the separation from myself? In 
today’s lecture, we will explore what it means to be human, examining 
both secular and Christian positions while inviting you to explore the 
options and to formulate your own conclusions. 



Various Views of the Human Person

• “Pantheists and Idealists consider man’s spirit as part of an all-
inclusive divine Spirit and as immediately reflective of divine life and 
thought” (Carl F.H. Henry).

• Man is a developing, evolutionary animal (Naturalism).
• “Man at last knows that he is alone in the unfeeling immensity of the 

universe, out of which he emerged only by Chance. Neither his 
destiny nor his duty have been laid down” (Jacques Monod).

• Creation: “After God had made all other creatures, He created man, 
male and female, with reasonable and immortal souls, endued with 
knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness, after His own image.”
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Bertrand Russell

“I believe that when I die I shall 
rot, and nothing of my ego will 
survive. I am not young, and I 
love life. But I should scorn to 
shiver with terror at the thought 
of annihilation. Happiness is 
nonetheless true happiness 
because it must come to an end, 
nor do thought and love lose 
their value because they are not 
everlasting.”

Bertrand Russell
Why I Am Not A Christian

1872-1970
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Auguste Comte: Logical Positivism

“The positivist is a man who posits or 
presupposes empiricism, or what man 
learns by experience alone, as the basis 
of all knowledge. He rejects the view 
that either revelation or the existence 
of metaphysics can be accepted – they 
originate as mere figments of the 
imagination of primitive man. Science 
alone offers man true knowledge.”

- R. Allan Killen, Philosophy & Christian Thought

Auguste Comte
1797-1857
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Logical Positivism

Logical positivism “champions a 
verification principle of meaning, 
according to which an informative 
sentence, in order to be meaningful, 
must be capable in principle of being 
empirically verified.”  

William Lane Craig
1949 -



Sam Harris

“So how much time should we spend 
worrying about such a transcendent source 
of value? I think the time I will spend 
writing this sentence is already too much. 
All other notions of value will bear some 
relationship to the actual or potential 
experience of conscious beings. So my claim 
that consciousness is the basis of human 
values and morality is not an arbitrary 
starting point.”

Sam Harris
1967 -
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Sigmund Freud

“There are no sources of knowledge of the 
universe other than carefully scrutinized 
observations – in other words what we call 
research – and along side it no knowledge 
derived from revelation.”
“Freud asserts we possess intense, deep-seated 
wishes that form the basis for our concept of and 
belief in God. God does not create us in His 
image; we create God in our parents’ image – or, 
more accurately, into the childhood image of our 
father.”

Sigmund Freud
1856-1939
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The Torah

“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And 
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over 
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’ So God created man in 
his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female 
he created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them, ‘Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion 
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth’” (Gen. 1:26ff., ESV).



imago Dei

• The Latin phrase imago Dei is translated into English as “image of 
God.”

• “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; 
for in the image of God has God made man” (Gen. 9:6).

• “With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse 
men, who have been made in God’s likeness” (James 3:9).



Man’s Resemblance to God

• “God was the original of which man was made a copy” (Berkhof).
• Man not only bears the image of God, but is His very image (I Cor. 

11:7). “Something may even be said for the view that man was 
created as the image of God, and not merely, as commonly asserted, 
in the divine image” (Henry).

• God made man “very good” (Gen. 1:31) and “upright” (Eccl. 7:29).
• The crime of murder owes its enormity to the fact that it is an attack 

on the image of God.
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Man’s Resemblance to God

• Man is not the same essence of God; God’s essence is 
incommunicable (incapable of being imparted or shared).

• Man is not like God in physical characteristics, for God is incorporeal 
(having no physical body).

• The words “image” and “likeness” are used synonymously and 
interchangeably and do not refer to two different things.



“Image” and “Likeness”

“‘In our image’ and ‘after our 
likeness’ are more or less 
synonymous, using the Hebrew 
terms tselem and demuth, 
respectively. The passage makes no 
reference to nuanced differences 
between these terms, but pairs 
them to magnify the greatness of 
this particular creative act.”

John M. Frame
1939 -
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The Image Before the Fall

• Man at creation was like God, though “the analogy between God and 
ourselves will always have disanalogy (a condition the reverse of 
analogous) with it” (Frame).

• Man was raised immeasurably above all other creatures of the world.
• Man was capable of perfect communion with his Maker.
• Man loved God in total self-devotion and gladly gave himself to all 

that God requires.
• Man could discern good from evil, truth from error.
• “God has made man like himself to equip him for his task as lord, a 

lord substitute to God’s ultimate lordship (Frame).”
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Man’s Original Condition

“In his original condition of moral rectitude, man loved God in total 
self-devotion and gladly gave himself to all that God requires. He knew 
the truth and did it. His created dignity consisted in knowledgeable and 
responsible relationships to the supernatural world and to fellow 
humans. His life was intended to consist of intelligible and dutiful 
devotion to God who is himself the truth and the good, and of service 
to his earthly neighbor. His mental capacity transcended the changing 
sensory realm; it included general ideas conducive to intelligible 
conversation and fellowship with God.”

- Carl F.H. Henry
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Charles Hodge

“If we were not like God,
we could not know Him.”

Charles Hodge
1797-1878



Carl F.H. Henry

“Created man knew God’s revealed 
truth and declared will, and loved, 
trusted and obeyed Him. His fellowship 
with God was unbroken; he lived a 
moral life in truth, a life consonant with 
God’s revelation pulsating through the 
imago Dei. To God he gave his whole 
heart, his undivided self; God’s light and 
law were his highest fealty (obligation of 
fidelity) and felicity (happiness).”

Carl F.H. Henry
1913-2003
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The Content of the Original imago

• “The Bible does not define for us the precise content of the original 
imago. But this gives no ground for viewing the imago as having only 
a vague and indefinite content or form before the fall….From his very 
creation, man is constituted a personal being in self-conscious 
spiritual fellowship with his Maker” (Henry).

• The imago Dei is “a cohesive unity of interrelated components that 
interact with and condition each other” (Henry).

• “Theologians have long puzzled over what exactly the image of God 
consists of….There is truth in all these representations” (Frame).
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The Content of the Original imago

• “The image of God is not to be located only in conscience, or freedom 
of the will, or even in self-consciousness or self-transcendence non-
intellectually defined; it specially embraces all psychic elements that 
elevate man above the animal world” (Henry).

• “The simple declaration of the Scripture is that man at his creation 
was like God” (Charles Hodge).
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Elements of the Divine Image

• Rational aptitudes (intellectual power; First Principles: Law of Identity, 
Law of Non-Contradiction, & Law of the Excluded Middle)

• Moral aptitudes (good and evil; right and wrong; conscience)
• Capacity for self-transcendence
• Volitional aptitudes (man’s exercise of his will)
• Spirituality (the capacity to know God)
• Immortality (not eternality, but eternal life)
• Emotional aptitudes
• Dominion over the earth (pre-eminence over the animals)



Elements of the Divine Image

• The conviction that the distinction between God and the not-god is 
ultimate and undiminishable

• Self-consciousness (the immediate certainty of my own being)
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